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Committee Report Form

Committee Name:  Publications Committee

Report Date: 10/08/2013
Committee Chair (Name, School, Email): Trudi Hahn, Drexel University, tbh29@drexel.edu (2014)
Members (Name, School, & Email):
1. K. Dominique Hallett, Arkansas State, dhallett.phd@gmail.com (2015)
2. Clayton Copeland, South Carolina, clayton.copeland@gmail.com (2015)

3. Paula Griffith, University of Houston, Clear Lake (2014) griffithpe@uhcl.edu
4. Amy Phillips, Dominican (2014) philamy@my.dom.edu

Previous Chairs (Name, School, & Email):

1. Trudi Hahn, University of Maryland, thahn@umd.edu (2013)

2. Paul Solomon, South Carolina (2011-2012) paulsolomon@sc.edu  

3. Carol Tenopir, Tennessee (2009-2010) ctenopir@utk.edu



4. Gloria Leckie, Western Ontario, (2007-2009) leckie@uwo.edu


Terms of Reference:

1. To review all publications (print and electronic) and other communications programs of the Association and to recommend improvements concerning costs, pricing, marketing and related areas
Minimum Expectations for Current Year:

1. Provide oversight of ALISE publications, working with the editors of the Membership Directory, Journal of Education for Library and Information Science, and the ALISE Statistical Report

2. Review and make recommendations regarding the Association's web based communications, including the website and social media
3. Review the Association's publications program as a benefit of membership and recommend areas for development in support of the strategic goals

4. Review costs, pricing and marketing of ALISE publications

Major Accomplishments: 

1. Online JELIS.  The committee has reviewed two proposals forwarded by the editor-designate, Peta Wellstead.  Both were online editions of JELIS. One was from Karlei Mitchell, of Wiley and offered many benefits, including a vast marketing infrastructure, but was relative expensive.  The other was from Anthony Deraco of DEStech Publications, Inc., which is the company that has been printing JELIS.  The costs for an arrangement with DEStech seemed more in line with ALISE’s budget and the committee supported Peta’s recommendation that DEStech be selected as the publisher of the online JELIS.


2. Social media e-list.  Committee members responded to Louise Spiteri’s invitation to try out various options and supported her decision to adopt a platform for the ALISE Discussion Board.  The use of it since has been mostly for announcements, not as a discussion forum.  It is used in addition to other social media, including Facebook, flickr, Twitter, and LinkedIn.

Action Areas Pending:

1. ALISE Web site.  The committee has not been involved in any decisions concerning a new or improved Web site, but it appears that changes have been made nonetheless and it functions and looks much better.


2. The committee continues to try to support Peta Wellstead as she transitions to the editorship of JELIS.  

Issues of Concern:

1. The date for transitioning the JELIS editorship is rapidly approaching. We are concerned that Peta have a functioning editorial board in place and a stable of extra peer reviewers.


2. Peta has expressed concern about the large backlog of papers waiting to be published; the delay is 18-month after acceptance.  With the expectation that JELIS will continue to be the publication platform for selected papers presented at the conference, more papers are submitted for review than can be accommodated in a reasonable time frame.


3. It is not clear whether a paper version of JELIS will be continue to be produced to complement the online version.  


Recommendations to the Board (if any):
1. Give serious consideration to Peta Wellstead’s proposal for the online version of JELIS. We recommend DEStech to be the publisher.
2. We do not have a clear recommendation about continuing a paper version of JELIS but it is likely that it will be relatively expensive to do so, especially considering that the primary audience (ALISE members in the U.S. and Canada) are able to access the online version.  We recommend that the Board decide how important it is to accommodate readers in less-developed countries.


3. In online JELIS, either expand the number of issues or the number of pages in a single issue, in order to accommodate the number of worthwhile papers to be published. Alternatively, ask Peta to establish more stringent standards for acceptance.


(Attach additional sheets as needed.)
Please return to your Board Liaison (Louise Spiteri, Dalhouse University, Louise.Spiteri@dal.ca 2014) and ALISE headquarters (contact@alise.org.)

Note: Annual Reports from previous years will be made available to current committee chairs via the online committee chairs resource page located on ALISE.org.
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